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Fiscal Year 2026

July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

Arts of Life + Circle Contemporary

Arts of Life advances the
creative arts community by
providing artists with intellectual
and developmental disabilities
a collective space to expand
their practice and strengthen
their leadership.

CANDACE TURNER
The Art Studio, 2026

Acrylic and pen on paper
20 x 26 in.
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A Letter from Denise Fisher, Arts of Life Co-Founder and Executive Director:

Aside from providing space for our artists to make incredible work, one of
the most important ways you help our mission come to life is by supporting
their careers. Fiscal Year 2026 marked monumental milestones for Arts of
Life and our artists, highlighted by major museum exhibitions, solo debuts,
and upcoming expansion plans.

In honor of our 25th Anniversary, we had the opportunity to exhibit our artists’ and staff’s work at the Design Museum of Chicago. Building on
nine years of artists’ success through Circle Contemporary and Art Fair participation, the Community on the Make exhibition marked a remarkable
25-year milestone for Arts of Life, celebrating our ongoing work to reimagine what community and collaboration can look like. Your belief in our
artists helped make this possible, and your support continues to challenge the broader arts community to embrace greater inclusivity.

An individual milestone that we celebrated with our South Side artist, Marvin Young, was his first solo exhibition at the Intuit Art Museum. Marvin
has been making work long before he joined Arts of Life, and we are both honored and proud to have supported his career and given him the
spotlight he so richly deserved. Prior to the Intuit Art Museum exhibition Impressions of a City, Marvin was featured in Arts of Life's EXPO Art Fair
booth and was invited to participate in the group show Spaces for People, Systems for Spaces at the vital Chicago Gallery Western Exhibitions.

These incredible milestones would not have been possible without the ongoing support of donors like you. We celebrate these with you, and |
look forward to our ambitious Fiscal Year 2027, during which we are hard at work opening a new community program in Highland Park focused
on ceramics. | hope you'll join me at the opening, where | can thank you in person for all you continue to do for this amazing community.

Warmly,

Denine duher
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Arts of Life is a truly special place where each
artist is encouraged to grow their practice
and be a vital part of the community, both

iInside Arts of Life and within the greater arts
community. That's why | have been an avid
volunteer and supporter for over a decade.

Allison Wade, volunteer
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Arts of Life - Circle Contemporary

85 Artists Served ¢ 42,500+ Artist Program Hours ¢
348 artworks sold ¢ 151.6k views on soclal media
+ 3,545 volunteer hours ¢ 31 events & exhibitions

Including those hosted at
Design Museum of Chicago, Art on THE MART, Intuit Art Museum, Salt Shed, and Open Invitational SF

Unaudited FY25 financials

Institutional Giving Program Services Special Events Miscellaneous State of Illinois Individual Giving
$653,115 $136,816 $118,307 $159,856 $831,851 $§277,639
Revenue $2,177,584

Expenses Total $2,214,809

Program Services Fundraising Management & General
$1,595,026 $468,058 $151,725
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

President:
Julie Gustafson
Rachel Martell

Secretary:
Joe Mcllhattan

Treasurer:
Matt Michrina

Patty Klingbiel

Cortney Lederer

Sean Hicks

Jeffrey Goldberg

Jennifer Masi

Patricia Christensen-Rees
Aaron Patterson

Yousif Alrawi

2025 DONORS

Reflecting donors who made
a cumulative contribution of
$100+ between July 1, 2025
-June 30, 2026. Organized
alphabetically by last name.

* Executive Board Member
+ Visionary

= Silver Society

* In-kind Donor

~ Honor/Memorial Gift

$50,000+

Arts Work Fund for
Organizational Development
lllinois Arts Council Agency
MacArthur Foundation

Ruth Foundation for the Arts
The Smith Tieken Foundation

$25,000-$49,999

Airspeed IT

National Endowment for the Arts
New Trier Township

The Sparacio Family+

The Andy Warhol Foundation
for the Visual Arts

David Warn and Autumn Smith+

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous Foundation

The Coleman Foundation
William Fisch and Ann Brunett+

Carl R. Hendrickson Family
Foundation, Bank of America,
N.A, Trustee

Rachel and Aaron Martell*

Moraine Township Community
Mental Health Board

Carol Oppenheim and Jerome S.
Lamet Charitable Fund

Cindy and Larry Shanker~+

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Artists Frame Service*
Evanston Arts Council

Andrew and Alice Fischer
Charitable Trust

Erin Fowler and Taylor Cope*
Sean Hicks*

Highland Park
Community Foundation

Lynch Incorporated+
Nance Family Donor Advised Fund

Nicor Gas

Holly Palmer Foundation
Susan and Peter Sidebottom*
Philip and Jennifer Spahn+

$2,500-$4,999

Debbi and Mark Abramson~
Marcina Adams

CapGrow Partners LLC+
John Connelly

Bridget Depperman

Scott and Melinda Fisher+=
Donna Frownfelter+
Gallucci Creative Fund
Susan Gescheidle

Richard Gray Gallery, LLC
Debra Kerr+

John and Mary Korb+
Kubica Family+

Cortney Lederer and
Stefan Teodosic+*

Mark and Karen Lega
Charitable Gift Fund+

Maine Township

Joe and Steph Mcllhattan=*
Matthew Michrina and
Niki Miksa=+*

Northfield Township
Thomas Petrillo+

The Pettinelli Foundation
Swarna Rao+=

Carolyn Song-Pegg
Studia Soul*

Tandem Thinking, Inc.*
The van Blyenburgh
Family Foundation

Johnathan Waldrop and
Jennifer Lee Charitable Fund=

Winky Foundation+

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous+

Stephen and Claudia Austin+
Benedicta Badia

Renata Berdes Team+
Bryan and Mary Bienias+=
Big D

Laurie A. Block~=

Jeffrey Boarini~+

Edward Boarini~+

Carolyn and John Borta*+
Damien Casten*

Patricia Christensen-Rees*
Creativity Explored~
Logan Dobbe*

Don Julio Tequila*
Eigenberg Family+

Derek Ferguson

First Congregational Church of
Wilmette Church Fund

Denny Fisher and Dave Gebhardt*+
Tyler and Leah Fisher~+=

Founder / Metro / smartbar /
Gman Tavern*~

The Giving Back Fund
Jeffrey Goldberg**

M. Julie and Michael
Gustafson*~+*

LuAnn, Royce and Ted Hamel+
Michael Hannigan+

Michael Hartzmark

Luke and Isabel Kaplan+
Kelley Family~+

Andy and Bronwyn Kelly+

Ms. Patty Klingbiel*+

Karie Kuiper

William Lieberman
Jennifer Masi*

Bill and Rosellen Monter~+
Anna Mort*+

Paul S. Nadler Family Charitable
Trust

Notam Branding, LLC
Oppenheimer Gallery
Jeanne Reed+
Barbara Serota

Josh Shames and Jason
Kalajainen+

Bonnie Smith~

Edra Soto

Carlo Tarantino~=+

1000M TEI*

Joan Tisdale

John and Cody Troxel-Czmyr=+

$500-$999

Kevin Aiston and Pauline
Shoback+

Anonymous (2)
Cyril Appiagyei
ArtLifting

Kelli Becker~+=
Darren Biggart*
Birch Road Club*
Jennifer Brennan~

Gregory Brinkman and Christie
Harris+

John Cappelletti~

James Cauley and Brenda
Andrews+

CIVILIAN Hotel*

Community Shares of lllinois
Richard and Joan DeCleene~
DeGroot Fine Art

Jane and David Doyle~+
Enrique and Mari Ferreyros
Karin Msall Fischer+

Rhonda Fisher~+=

Jane Gallery and Buz Craven+=
Patricia Gilford+

Patti and Paul Goldberg
Good Chaos

Chad Graff

Matthew Jones

Kristin Kelley+=

Kids Dentist*

Michael Klozotsky and Abbie
Coley+

Emre Kocagil*

The Robert and Tracey Kritt
Charitable Fund+

Jere Law~+

Dianne K. Litwin and Charles L.
Mesh

Ralph D. Lynch Jr.

Joan Lyons

Kafi M.

Paul Marcus and Katherine Juda+
Beth and Larry Markin~

Chris McGuire=

Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson~
Enrico Mirabelli

Martin and Lauren Modahl
Margaret E. Murphy

Nancy and Tom O’Neil

Jim Odegard

Ingrid Olson and Brian Jucas

Dr. Dan Press

Maureen Pskowski

Aly Noél Raden=+

Zora Senat

Seyfarth Shaw LLP*

Frances E Streit Foundation~
Kathleen Estelle Trujillo
Eleazar Vazquez=+
Anneliese Wermuth

Rebecca White~

$100-$499

Murat Ahmed

AK~+

Veronica Albin
Rachel Allen=

Steve and Pam Allen
Susan Allen
Anonymous (13)

Avaline (Ashley Zielinska and
Jonathan Allsop)*

Yousif Alrawi*

Isabella Alvarez

Dan Anthon~+

Jennifer Armetta

David Arnold

Art Advocate~

Scarlett Ashton+=

Saad Aslam

Christina Bachtina

Jamie and Pat Barry
Anthony Battaglia

Nancy and Ken Behles+

A cousin of Ralph Bemont~
Allan and Jan Bergman~
Karen Blomgren~

Erin Bodendorfer

Leslie Bodenstein

Donna Bonynge

Gary Borgerd

Michael Bosse

Kay Branz and Glen Hylton
Bread Financial

Emily Bridges

Jan Brugger and Karl Bollig+
Aleksandra Buljancevic-Hagy
Mo Burch, Nonprofit Megaphone
Benjamin Burford+

Toni and Nick Campbell~+
Denise B. and Michael S. Caplan~+
Stephanie Capps and Raul Pavon~
Cards Against Humanity*
Nancy Carter+

Grandma Cauley~

Linda and Joe Chafets
Avinash Chenchu

Chrzan Family~

Dee Clements*

Gabrielle Cockerham

Iris Colburn

Andrew Collyer

Elaine Colén and Andrew Spatz
Combined Federal Campaign
Rick Conners+

Corey Coscioni

Don and Cyndi Cutler~

Dan Dallas

Tavin Davis*

Dana Deane

Ryan Delp+

Pam and Terry Dowd+

Kate Dumbleton

Shereef Elias

Doug Ennis*

Jillian Ferreyros

Tessa Ferreyros

Cristina Filicky

Sue and Jeff Fordham~+
Katie Foreman

Fox Family+

Mia Furlong

Claire Gaiefsky

Gretchen Gain

Adam Garchik and Rebecca Roin
Betsy O'Brien and Aron Gent+
Mary Ann Gionta~

GnarWare Workshop*

Larry and Janet Graf

Emily Green~+

The Factors, Greenbergs, Lermans
and Samsons~

Martin Grill+
Robert Grossett+

Guggenheim Metropolitan
Museum of Art*

Andy Hager

Todd and Molly Haney~+
Selima and Scott Hargadon
Hazel Inc.*

Kelly Heath+

Zhen Heinemann
Scott Hendrickson
Shana Hennigan

Dr. Robert Henry+
Brent Heyl

Joseph Hickey

The Hill Family*
Deborah Hinde~

Dr. Scott J. Hunter=+
Emily Ingram~
Kathleen Jackson
Angela Jannotta
Leslie Johnson+
John Johnson

Pam Johnson

Laura Jolcover

Mark Joly+

Patricia Joseph

Kas and Maureen Jucas
Laurel Kaish~
Marianne Kallen~
Alex Karasik

Jenny Kendler
Joseph Kerins

Chris Kiriakou

Sean Kizy

Janine Kostelny+
Michael Krebs

Ruth Krugly and Darryl Davidson~
Tess Landon

Philip Lator

Caitlin Law+
Chelsea Leasure*
Kacie Lees

Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants*
Harriet Levy

Marcy Lichterman
Mary Lippa+
Yuanmei Liu

Sherrie Lowly~
Stephen Maloney
Hilary Marshall=+
Jonathan Martin*
Mary McCormick
Janet McCormick
Jerome McEntee
Erica C. Meyer~+
Kimberly Miksa
Sandro Miller+

Michael Msall

Beverly Nash

Nancy Neels~

Erin Nixon

Letitia Noel

Northbrook Parks District*
Caitlyn Oliver

Jason Onugha

Kasey Ornelas+
OuterSpaceArts

Alexandra Pappas

Bethany and David Parnell+=
Katie Parsons and Brian Maher~=
PayPal Giving Fund

Lauren Peterson

Erik Peterson

Megan Quigley

Andres Quinche
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Michael Rakowitz

Marilyn Reveal~

Jamie Reynolds

Katie Rhodes

Jenna Rodman

The Rohrbach Family

Mark Schakowsky

Dan Schieren

Cory Schires and Dana Bassett
Schneider Family Giving Fund+
Elise Seigenthaler

Rebecca Seligman and Thom
McDade+=

Caroline Seligman and George
Jolly~+

Jennifer Severinson
Michael and Janet Shamberg~
Christopher Sheahen
Kate Sierzputowski

Lee Skruch

Pegeen and Thomas Smith+
Kate Smith

Susan Snodgrass

Cindy Solovy~

Morgan Soroka

Jill Specks

Sari Spector~

Michele Spector

Scott Speh / WX
Tiphanie Spencer Babinet
Michelle Stephens

Steve in Japan~

Michele Stine

Daniel Sullivan

Leslie Surel+

Chris Sutter*

Noelia Towers*

Dante Turner

TXA TXA Club*

Alex Underwood+
Vincent Uribe+

Vin312 Winery*

Lauren Viljamaa~+

Laura Von Bergen

Dr. David Walega+
Michael Walther

Cory and Debbie Watrous+
Sydney Weis

Gail and David Weisman+
Patricia Welton

Jeff and Robin Wendel~
Meghan Wilkosz

Donna and Don Williams
Ron and Pam Williams~+

Folayemi Wilson+
Cleo Wilson

The Wirtz Family~
Tiffany Yanagawa
Jill Zahara

Honor/Memorial Gifts
In Memory of Virginia Aberle:
Emily Green
In Memory of David Abramson:
Michael and Janet Shamberg
In Honor of Kathy Cauley Auter
and Jim Cauley:
Grandma Cauley
In Honor of Lauren B:
Barbara Babcock
In Memory of Ralph Bemont:
A cousin of Ralph Bemont
In Honor of Ellen Block:
Laurie A.Block
In Memory of John Cappelletti Sr:
John Cappelletti

In Memory of David and Pat Capps:

Stephanie Capps and Raul Pavon
In Honor of Casey Chrzan:

Chrzan Family
In Memory of Michael Clark:

The Factors, Greenbergs,
Lermans and Samsons

In Memory of Shelia Cutler:
Don and Cyndi Cutler
In Memory of Anne-Marie Douglas:
Emily Ingram
Ruth Krugly and Darryl Davidson
In Memory of Betty Fisher:
Anonymous (2)
Kelli Becker
Karen Blomgren
Sue and Jeff Fordham
Mary Ann Gionta
Nancy Neels
Marilyn Reveal
Jeff and Robin Wendel
The Wirtz Family

In Memory of Betty and Bob Fisher:

Cindy and Larry Shanker

In Memory of Bob and Perry Fisher:

Tyler and Leah Fisher
In Honor of Denny Fisher:
Anonymous
Toni and Nick Campbell
Ron and Pam Williams
In Honor of Denny Fisher, Ashlea
Woodley + Staff:
Bill and Rosellen Monter
In Memory of Perry Fisher:
Rhonda Fisher
In Memory of Tony Fitzpatrick:
M. Julie Gustafson
In Honor of Daniel Frownfelter:
Lauren Viljamaa
In Honor of Ted Hamel:
Erica C. Meyer
In Memory of Angela Hanus and
Michael Esquivel:
Jennifer Brennan
In Honor of Stefan Harhaj:
Dan Anthon
In Memory of Bellene Kaish:
Laurel Kaish
In Honor of Ben Kallen:
Marianne Kallen
In Honor of Carolyn Kelley:
Kelley Family
In Honor of Deb Kerr:
Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson
In Memory of Rocky Kunz-Boarini:
Edward Boarini

Jeffrey Boarini
Jane and David Doyle
Caroline Seligman and
George Jolly

In Honor of Timmy Kunz:
AK

In Honor of Kristen Larkin:
Bonnie Smith

In Honor of Temma Lowly:
Sherrie Lowly

In Honor of Brian Maher:
Katie Parsons

In Memory of Mike Marino:
Carlo Tarantino

In Honor of Laura McManus:
Allan and Jan Bergman

In Honor of M-Dog, Josh Wykes,

and Bobby Verran:
Jere Law

In Honor of Ingrid Olson and

Brian Jucas:
Anonymous

In Memory of Jason Pickleman:
Founder / Metro / smartbar /
Gman Tavern

In Honor of Sherwin and

Pat Pomerance:
Cindy Solovy
Beth and Larry Markin

In Memory of Jim and

Elly Rohrbach:
Molly Haney

In Honor of Cindy and

Larry Shanker:
Debbi and Mark Abramson
Denise B. and Michael S. Caplan

In Memory of Solomas Spector:
Sari Spector

In Honor of Tim Stone:
Richard and Joan DeCleene

In Memory of Fran Streit:
Frances E Streit Foundation

In Memory of Dolores

Tomaszewski:
Steve in Japan

In Honor of Vincent Uribe:
Creativity Explored

In Memory of Robert Verran:
Kelli Becker

In Honor of Lucy Walsh:
Anonymous

In Honor of Art Williams:
Deborah Hinde

In Honor of Elijah White:
Rebecca White

Matching Gifts

BDO USA

BlackRock: Investment
Management and
Financial Services
Broadcom

Cisco

The Fitch Group
Grainger Matching Charitable
Gifts Program
Mastercard

Morgan Stanley
Rakuten

UMB Financial Co
Vertex Pharmaceuticals

ArtsorfLife
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